Religious issues are connected with the security of a country,region and
beyond. If they are not managed carefullythere exist the possibility of
their conversion into a risk and threat for security. This is the case,because
radicalization of religious faiths has often led to inter-religious and inter-
ethnic hatred, crimes against human kind,genocide or terrorist
acts,becoming therefore a serious threat even for the regional and global
security.Srebrenica assacres,previous Afghanistan under the Taliban
regime,today’s ISIS,as well as the tendency toward the radicalization of the
Balkan Islam,are very valid proofs of this. That is the reason why religious
issues must not be left out of the society’s attention.The regulation body
of all of these problems must be the state.lt must not simply serve as a
neutral guarantor for the freedom of religious faiths as it has already
happened up to now in many democratic countries,but rather act as a
promoter of these freedoms. The state,respecting the Universal Declaration
and European Convention for Human Rights and valuing the importance
of such problems for the national security, must pass from “passive
neutrality” toward “active secularism".
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Introduction

The book “State, religious faith and security issues” treats the role and influence of
religious faiths in the national security issues and beyond, as well as the role that
must be played by the state in such issues. It summarizes a cycle of studies and
analysis, in some cases in the form of an interview, which treat the reciprocal rapport
between the state, religious faiths and security issues.

Religious issues are connected with the security of a country, region and beyond. If
they are not managed carefully, there exist the possibility of their conversion into a
risk and threat for the security of a country, region and beyond. This is the case,
because radicalization of religious faiths has often led to inter-religious and inter-
ethnic hatred, in crimes against human kind, genocide or terrorist acts, becoming
therefore a serious threat even for the regional and global security. Srebrenica
massacres, previous Afghanistan under the Taliban regime, today’s ISIL, as well as
the tendency toward the radicalization of the Balkan Islam are very valid proofs of
this.

That is the reason why religious issues must not be left out of the attention of the
society. The regulation body of all of these problems must be the state. It must not be
simply a neutral guarantor for the freedom of religious faiths as it has already
happened up to now, even in many other democratic countries, but rather act as a
promoter of these freedoms. The state respecting the Universal Declaration and
European Convention for Human Rights and valuing the importance of such
problems for the national security must pass from the position of “passive neutrality”
toward “active secularism”.

In the case of Albanians, the treatment of the religious issues occupies an important
place. In general, the central institutions of the main religious faiths of Albanians
have been against a political solution for the Albanians constructing their state. In
order for the Albanians to create their own national state, they never had any religious
motifs whatsoever. They not only went beyond religion, but also were able to take off
even the religious division from the political raiment. All of these, were an incent for
the political elite and the present law-makers were of the opinion that, for as long as
the religious faiths centers were out of the Albanian territories, there exist an
existential threat against the independence of Albania. As a way for neutralizing such
a threat, was viewed above all the nationalization of religious faiths, enforcement of
national identity and protection of religious tolerance.

But religious tolerance is in risk from the streams that give incent to the radicalization
of religious faiths. The radicalization itself of the religious faiths shifts the religious
affiliation into a priority, as compared to the national affiliation. But for the Albanian
people, religion is not a defining characteristic of their national identity. Defining
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religion as a priority of the nation, the radicalization of the religious faiths may
become a risk for our national identity. Not being able to assure the radicalization of
the religious faiths, may turn it into a risk and threat for our national identity and the
foundations of the Albanian State itself. That is why the Albanian State, in
cooperation with the religious communities and in compliance with the Constitution
and other international conventions, as well as in protection of our national security,
must carefully manage the religious issues.
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